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Sean Fiegel

From: Jennifer Duhe <jennifer.duhe@selu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, July 10, 2025 2:58 PM
To: Daniel McCarthy; Kyle Piller
Subject: Availability to meet with Dr. Wainwright this afternoon

Good afternoon, 
 
Dr. Wainwright needs to meet with the two of you as well as Mike Rivault this afternoon, regarding the 
DEQ and our Lake Maurepas Study.  This is time sensitive. 
 
Please provide your availability as soon as possible. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Jennifer 
--  
Jennifer Duhe 
Executive Assistant 
Office of the President 
SLU Box 10784 
Office: (985) 549-2280 
southeastern.edu 

To help p otect you  p vacy  M c osoft Off ce p evented automat c download of th s pictu e f om the Inte net
Southeaste n ouis ana Un ve s ty
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Sean Fiegel

From: Daniel Mccarthy <dmccarthy@selu.edu>
Sent: Monday, June 30, 2025 11:41 AM
To: Kyle Piller
Subject: Fwd: draft email

 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Daniel Mccarthy <dmccarthy@selu.edu> 
Date: Tue, Jun 10, 2025 at 8:48 AM 
Subject: draft email 
To: William Wainwright <william.wainwright@selu.edu>, Robert Rivault 
<mike.rivault@southeastern.edu> 
 

Dear Mr. Ballard, 
 
I read your June 7th article on the proposed Air Products Blue Hydrogen project in Louisiana with 
great interest. There is one very important component of this project that I feel you need to be made 
aware of. Scientists from Southeastern Louisiana University have been conducting extensive 
environmental monitoring of the entire Lake Maurepas ecosystem for the past two and a half years. This 
work has been entirely funded by Air Products, and the goal is to establish baseline environmental data 
on the condition of the ecosystem before any carbon dioxide is injected under the lake, the thought being 
that we will then be able to detect any impacts due to the proposed sequestration when it does happen. 
As I said, the study is extensive. We have four of our faculty supervising studies on the populations and 
health of the aquatic fauna (fishes, crabs, shrimp, clams, alligators), the plants in the surrounding 
wetlands, and the chemical makeup of the water and soil in and around Lake Maurepas. Before our work, 
there was next to nothing known about the region. Now, we know a lot. Perhaps the most important 
aspect of our work is that our scientific results are completely independent from Air Products. We own 
all of the data and have the right to publish everything and make the data available to the public. Here is a 
link to the website which provides far more detail and also has all of our reports 
 
https://www.southeastern.edu/college-of-science-and-technology/center-for-environmental-
research/lakemaurepas/ 
 
Our University has no opinion about the process of Carbon Capture and Sequestration (CCS), however, 
we do have a strong opinion about the environmental health of our region, and the impact that it has on 
our community. Air Products was not mandated to support our work, but they thought that it was the 
responsible thing to do, and also this allows us to make informed science-based judgments about the 
potential impact of the sequestration. Right now, all of the concern is based upon speculation. It is our 
hope that other proposed sequestration projects undertake a similar sort of independent environmental 
study in the region where they are planning to bury the carbon dioxide.  
 
Please let me know if you would like any more information about our work. I feel that this work is a very 
important part of the whole CCS discussion. Thank you, and I look forward to hearing from you. 
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--  
Daniel McCarthy 
Dean of Research and Innovation 
Meade Hall 103 
Southeastern Louisiana University 
Hammond, LA 70402 
LinkedIn S&T website 
985 549-2055 
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--  
Daniel McCarthy 
Dean of Research and Innovation 
Meade Hall 103 
Southeastern Louisiana University 
Hammond, LA 70402 
LinkedIn S&T website 
985 549-2055 
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Sean Fiegel

From: Mike Rivault <mike.rivault@southeastern.edu>
Sent: Monday, July 28, 2025 3:10 PM
To: Kyle Piller
Subject: Fwd: FW: The Advocate -- heavy metals in crabs

Do you have time to discuss? 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: David Mitchell <dmitchell@theadvocate.com> 
Date: Mon, Jul 28, 2025 at 10:53 AM 
Subject: RE: FW: The Advocate -- heavy metals in crabs 
To: Kyle Piller <kyle.piller@selu.edu>, Mike Rivault <mike.rivault@southeastern.edu> 
 

When are you guys free to talk? 

  

David J. Mitchell 

Reporter 

The Advocate 

Environmental Team 

(225) 324-1877 

@newsiedave 

newsiedave.bsky.social 

My work is supported with a grant from the Walton Family Foundation, administered by the Baton Rouge Area 
Foundation. 

  

From: Kyle Piller <kyle.piller@selu.edu>  
Sent: Monday, July 14, 2025 12:12 PM 
To: David Mitchell <dmitchell@theadvocate.com>; Mike Rivault <mike.rivault@southeastern.edu> 
Subject: Re: FW: The Advocate -- heavy metals in crabs 

  

David: 
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Sorry. I have been out of town quite a bit over the last month or so. I am back so I would be able to chat 
with you sometime this week or next. 

  

I am also copying our Mike Rivault (Southeastern's Chief Marketing and Communications Officer) as 
most requests need to be run through his office. 

  

Kyle 

  

  

  

On Thu, Jul 10, 2025 at 12:21 PM David Mitchell <dmitchell@theadvocate.com> wrote: 

Hey, I never heard back from you guys. I’d like to talk to you about your finding. Please call when you 
can. Tks. 

  

David J. Mitchell 

Reporter 

The Advocate 

Environmental Team 

(225) 324-1877 

@newsiedave 

newsiedave.bsky.social 

My work is supported with a grant from the Walton Family Foundation, administered by the Baton Rouge 
Area Foundation. 

  

From: David Mitchell  
Sent: Friday, May 23, 2025 9:09 AM 
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To: Kyle.Piller@selu.edu 
Subject: The Advocate -- heavy metals in crabs 

  

Professor Piller,  

  

We met the other day at the BR Clean Air Coalition meeting after your interesting presentation on your 
baseline research of Lake Maurepas in advance of CCS. As I discussed, I’d like to meet up with your 
colleague who has found the heavy metals in the crabs and do a story on her findings.  

  

Frankly, your whole presentation was interesting, but the crabs are pretty much immediately newsy. I’d 
like to visit with you guys, take some pictures of where you are examining the crabs and perhaps get out 
in a boat where you are collecting some of the samples.  

  

Fortunately and unfortunately, I will be out of town next week, but I was hoping we could do something 
the week after. Also, I’d like to talk to you guys for future stories about the collaboration aspect of this 
science partnership with Air Products. It seems like a point that could be made in some stories going 
forward. It would be an opportunity for you guys to comment and maybe speak generally about what you 
are finding and your interest in other CCS projects.  

  

In advance, thanks for your consideration on this. 

  

David J. Mitchell 

Reporter 

The Advocate 

Environmental Team 

(225) 324-1877 

@newsiedave 

newsiedave.bsky.social 

My work is supported with a grant from the Walton Family Foundation, administered by the Baton Rouge 
Area Foundation. 
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--  

Kyle R. Piller, PhD 

Schlieder Endowed Professor, Curator of Vertebrates,  

and Director of the Center for Environmental Research,  

Dept. of Biological Sciences, Hammond, LA 70402,  

Voice: 985-549-2191, website: www.kylepiller.com 

 
 
 
--  
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Mike Rivault 
Chief Marketing & Communications Officer 
University Marketing & Communications 
Office: (985) 549-5861 
mike.rivault@southeastern.edu 
southeastern.edu 
Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | LinkedIn 
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Sean Fiegel

From: Margaret Adelmann <margaret.adelmann@selu.edu>
Sent: Sunday, August 3, 2025 12:15 PM
To: Kyle Piller
Subject: Fwd: Hiring one postdoc and two research assistants for Maurepas Phase 3.5

Further proof she has no idea of what’s going on. 
 
 
Margaret Adelmann 
Grants Development Specialist 
Office of Sponsored Research and Programs 
Southeastern Louisiana University 
SLU 10508 
Hammond, LA 70402 
985.549.5312 Phone 
985.549.5094 Fax 
 
 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Fereshteh Emami Piri <fereshteh.emami@selu.edu> 
Date: Thu, Nov 14, 2024 at 4:29 PM 
Subject: Re: Hiring one postdoc and two research assistants for Maurepas Phase 3.5 
To: Margaret Adelmann <margaret.adelmann@selu.edu>, Patrick Moyer <patrick.moyer@selu.edu> 
CC: Georgina Little <georgina.little@selu.edu>, Cheryl Hall <chall@selu.edu> 
 

Pat, can you please help on this? Thanks  
 
 
 
-- 
Fereshteh Emami 
Associate Professor of Analytical Chemistry 
Department of Chemistry & Physics  
Southeastern Louisiana University 10878 
127W Pursley Hall 
Hammond, LA 70402 
Email: fereshteh.emami@selu.edu 
Phone: 985-549-2335 
 

 
 
On Thu, Nov 14, 2024 at 4:28 PM Margaret Adelmann <margaret.adelmann@selu.edu> wrote: 
Good afternoon, Fereshteh, 
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I have not seen a Phase 3.5 project narrative or budget/budget justification.  Can you please provide me 
with all of that information? Our office will need to review and approve these documents before any 
positions can be approved by Dr. Little or Dr. Moyer. 
 
Regards, 
Margaret 
 
 
 
On Thu, Nov 14, 2024 at 4:15 PM Georgina Little <georgina.little@selu.edu> wrote: 
Dr. Hall and Ms. Adelmann, 
I approve of this proposal to fund these three positions to be paid for by the Phase 3.5 Maurepas 
project grant, if funded. As grants manager, if you approve, can you please forward your approval to Dr, 
Moyer, who will then secure approval from Dr. Golding. This preapproval is needed so that the 
positions can be created upon award. 
 
Thank you, 
Dr. Little 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Fereshteh Emami Piri <fereshteh.emami@selu.edu> 
Date: Thu, Nov 14, 2024 at 4:11 PM 
Subject: Hiring one postdoc and two research assistants for Maurepas Phase 3.5 
To: Georgina Little <georgina.little@selu.edu> 
 

Gina,  
 
As part of phase 3.5 Maurepas project (GR201353 Emami, P - Lake Maurepas Monitoring 
Phase III (53798)), I am sending this email for the chain approval of hiring the following. Would 
you please approve and forward it to the sponsored research office for the next steps and copy 
me too? Please let me know if you need more information. Thanks  
 
Postdoctoral Researcher ($60,000): The postdoctoral researcher will focus on analyzing pollution source impacts of the 
three rivers on water quality of the lake. The postdoctoral researcher will be responsible for data collection, data 
analysis, and report/manuscript writing.  
 
Research Technician/Assistant ($100,000; $50,000/each). The first research technician will oversee the day-to-day 
activities of the project including leading, equipment maintenance, data entry, and sample processing. The second 
research assistant will be participating in all fieldwork, driving the vehicle and the boat, and collecting samples. 
 
Thank you, 
Fereshteh 
 
-- 
Fereshteh Emami 
Associate Professor of Analytical Chemistry 
Department of Chemistry & Physics  
Southeastern Louisiana University 10878 
127W Pursley Hall 
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Hammond, LA 70402 
Email: fereshteh.emami@selu.edu 
Phone: 985-549-2335 
 

 
 
 
--  
----- 
M. Georgina Little, Ph.D. 
(Pronouns: She/Her/Hers- What's That? ) 
Interim Department Head, Dept of Chemistry and Physics  
Pursley Hall rm 210, Office: (985) 549-2159 
georgina.little@southeastern.edu 
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--  
Margaret Adelmann 
Grants Development Specialist 
Office of Sponsored Research and Programs 
Southeastern Louisiana University 
SLU 10508 
Hammond, LA 70402 
985.549.5312 Phone 
985.549.5094 Fax 
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Sean Fiegel

From: William Wainwright <william.wainwright@selu.edu>
Sent: Monday, July 21, 2025 10:14 AM
To: Kyle Piller
Cc: Dan McCarthy; Tara Dupre; Sam Domiano; Jacob Penton
Subject: Fwd: letter
Attachments:

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: William Wainwright <william.wainwright@selu.edu> 
Date: July 21, 2025 at 8:01:32 AM PDT 

 

 
 

  
 

  
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Jacob Penton <jacob.penton@selu.edu> 
Date: July 21, 2025 at 7:52:23 AM PDT 
To: William Wainwright <william.wainwright@selu.edu> 
Cc: Sam Domiano <sdomiano@selu.edu>, Dan McCarthy 
<dmccarthy@selu.edu>, Kyle Piller <kyle.piller@selu.edu> 
Subject: Re:  
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All the best, 
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Jacob Penton, CPA, CFE 
Chief Audit and Compliance Officer 
Office: (985) 549-2873 
jacob.penton@southeastern.edu 
southeastern.edu 
Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | LinkedIn 
 
 
On Mon, Jul 21, 2025 at 9:47 AM William Wainwright 
<william.wainwright@selu.edu> wrote: 
Gentlemen, please see below. Can you forward an update to Dr. McCarthy?  
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Daniel Mccarthy <dmccarthy@selu.edu> 
Date: July 21, 2025 at 6:11:52 AM PDT 
To: William Wainwright <william.wainwright@selu.edu> 
Cc: Provost Office <provost@selu.edu>, Kyle Piller 
<kyle.piller@selu.edu> 

 
Reply-To: dmccarthy@selu.edu 

 
Dr. Wainwright, 
 
Any update on this? Thank you. 
 
Dan 
 
--  
Daniel McCarthy 
Dean of Research and Innovation 
Meade Hall 103 
Southeastern Louisiana University 
Hammond, LA 70402 
LinkedIn S&T website 
985 549-2055 

To help p otect you  p ivacy  M c osoft Off ce p evented au omat c download of this pic u e f om the Inte net
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Sean Fiegel

From: Margaret Adelmann <margaret.adelmann@selu.edu>
Sent: Sunday, August 3, 2025 12:22 PM
To: Kyle Piller
Subject: Fwd: New items to purchase

Being sassy to Alicia. 
 
 
Margaret Adelmann 
Grants Development Specialist 
Office of Sponsored Research and Programs 
Southeastern Louisiana University 
SLU 10508 
Hammond, LA 70402 
985.549.5312 Phone 
985.549.5094 Fax 
 
 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Alicia M. Himber <alicia.himber@southeastern.edu> 
Date: Tue, Feb 20, 2024 at 7:42 AM 
Subject: Fwd: New items to purchase 
To: Margaret Adelmann <margaret.adelmann@selu.edu> 
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Alicia M. Himber 
Coordinator 
Chemistry and Physics 
Office: (985) 549-3935 
alicia.himber@selu.edu 

 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Fereshteh Emami Piri <fereshteh.emami@selu.edu> 
Date: Mon, Feb 19, 2024 at 3:56 PM 
Subject: Re: New items to purchase 
To: Alicia M. Himber <alicia.himber@southeastern.edu> 
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I believe I mentioned it in my previous email! I asked you to order it if it is compatible with our samples! 
 
 
 
-- 
Fereshteh Emami 
Associate Professor of Analytical Chemistry 
Department of Chemistry & Physics  
Southeastern Louisiana University 10878 
127W Pursley Hall 
Hammond, LA 70402 
Email: fereshteh.emami@selu.edu 
Phone: 985-549-2335 
 

 
 
On Mon, Feb 19, 2024 at 3:52 PM Alicia M. Himber <alicia.himber@southeastern.edu> wrote: 
did you decide to purchase the harvest right dryer? 
 
 
 
Alicia M. Himber 
Coordinator 
Chemistry and Physics 
Office: (985) 549-3935 
alicia.himber@selu.edu 

 
 
On Fri, Feb 2, 2024 at 12:22 PM Fereshteh Emami Piri <fereshteh.emami@selu.edu> wrote: 
We are trying to find out if Harvest right freezers are appropriate for our catfish and blue crab 
samples. They have a laboratory grade freeze dryer that is equipped with temperature and time 
control, but not sure if it works well with our samples. If it can do  lyophilization of our samples, 
please order the medium size one. 
 
-- 
Fereshteh Emami 
Associate Professor of Analytical Chemistry 
Department of Chemistry & Physics  
Southeastern Louisiana University 10878 
127W Pursley Hall 
Hammond, LA 70402 
Email: fereshteh.emami@selu.edu 
Phone: 985-549-2335 
 

 
 
On Thu, Feb 1, 2024 at 4:24 PM Alicia M. Himber <alicia.himber@southeastern.edu> wrote: 
the freeze dryer will have to be purchased with a purchase order. tractor supply does not take 
purchase orders. you will need to find another vendor for the freeze dryer. james purchased one last 
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year from harvest right. you may be able to find one that works from them. i'll forward you their sales 
email. 
 
 
 
Alicia M. Himber 
Coordinator 
Chemistry and Physics 
Office: (985) 549-3935 
alicia.himber@selu.edu 

 
 
On Mon, Jan 29, 2024 at 12:31 PM Fereshteh Emami Piri <fereshteh.emami@selu.edu> wrote: 
 
 
 
-- 
Fereshteh Emami 
Associate Professor of Analytical Chemistry 
Department of Chemistry & Physics  
Southeastern Louisiana University 10878 
127W Pursley Hall 
Hammond, LA 70402 
Email: fereshteh.emami@selu.edu 
Phone: 985-549-2335 
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Sean Fiegel

From: Kyle Piller <kyle.piller@selu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, June 26, 2025 1:19 PM
To: Daniel McCarthy
Subject: Job Ad Draft
Attachments: Research_Assistant_Professor_Chemistry.docx

 
 
 
--  
Kyle R. Piller, PhD 
Duane and Catherine Shafer Endowed Professor, Curator of Vertebrates, and Director of the Center for 
Environmental Research, Dept. of Biological Sciences, Hammond, LA 70402 

, website: www.kylepiller.com 
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Sean Fiegel

From: Kyle Piller <kyle.piller@selu.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, June 24, 2025 3:40 PM
To: Eva Hillmann; Robert Moreau; Christopher Murray; Fereshteh Emami Piri
Subject: Media Interviews

The Marketing and Communications office at Southeastern just reached out to me. They asked that you 
inform their office of any media requests prior to conducting any interviews, particularly in regards to our 
Maurepas project. Please reach out to Mike Rivault (mike.rivault@southeastern.edu) if you are contacted 
for a media interview. 
 
Kyle 
 
--  
Kyle R. Piller, PhD 
Duane and Catherine Shafer Endowed Professor, Curator of Vertebrates, and Director of the Center for 
Environmental Research, Dept. of Biological Sciences, Hammond, LA 70402 

 website: www.kylepiller.com 
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Sean Fiegel

From: Kyle Piller <kyle.piller@selu.edu>
Sent: Monday, July 21, 2025 12:37 PM
To: Fereshteh Emami Piri
Subject: Meeting?

Fereshteh: 
 
I would like to schedule a time to meet with you in person to talk about the Maurepas project.   
 
Are you available next week on M, T, or W morning (July 28, 29, or 30) at 8AM? 
 
Kyle 
 
-- 
Kyle R. Piller, PhD 
Schlieder Endowed Professor, Curator of Vertebrates,  
and Director of the Center for Environmental Research,  
Dept. of Biological Sciences, Hammond, LA 70402,  

 website: www.kylepiller.com 
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Sean Fiegel

From: Jennifer Duhe <jennifer.duhe@selu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, July 10, 2025 3:17 PM
To: Kyle Piller
Cc: Daniel McCarthy
Subject: Re: Availability to meet with Dr. Wainwright this afternoon

Yes, Dr. Wainwright would like you to facetime in on Dr. McCarthy's phone. 
 
Thank you! 
 
On Thu, Jul 10, 2025 at 3:14 PM Kyle Piller <kyle.piller@selu.edu> wrote: 
I could possibly FaceTime in if my participation is critical. 
 
 
Kyle R. Piller, PhD 
Schlieder Endowed Professor, Curator of Vertebrates,  
and Director of the Center for Environmental Research,  
Dept. of Biological Sciences, Hammond, LA 70402,  

 website: www.kylepiller.com 
 
 
On Thu, Jul 10, 2025 at 3:12 PM Kyle Piller <kyle.piller@selu.edu> wrote: 
I am not available until next week as I am at a conference in Minnesota right now. 
 
 
Kyle R. Piller, PhD 
Schlieder Endowed Professor, Curator of Vertebrates,  
and Director of the Center for Environmental Research,  
Dept. of Biological Sciences, Hammond, LA 70402,  

: www.kylepiller.com 
 
 
On Thu, Jul 10, 2025 at 2:57 PM Jennifer Duhe <jennifer.duhe@selu.edu> wrote: 
Good afternoon, 
 
Dr. Wainwright needs to meet with the two of you as well as Mike Rivault this afternoon, regarding the 
DEQ and our Lake Maurepas Study.  This is time sensitive. 
 
Please provide your availability as soon as possible. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Jennifer 
--  
Jennifer Duhe 
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Sean Fiegel

From: Kyle Piller <kyle.piller@selu.edu>
Sent: Monday, June 30, 2025 4:22 PM
To: Margaret Adelmann
Subject: Re: Lake Maurepas Article

Yes. Unfortunately, she did the interview without informing any of us or informing the public information 
office. So the president’s office was caught off guard when the story came out. Needless to say, they 
weren’t overly pleased about it 
 
 
Kyle R. Piller, PhD 
Duane and Catherine Shafer Endowed Professor, Curator of Vertebrates, and Director of the Center for 
Environmental Research, Dept. of Biological Sciences, Hammond, LA 70402 

 website: www.kylepiller.com 
 
 
On Mon, Jun 30, 2025 at 4:15 PM Margaret Adelmann <margaret.adelmann@selu.edu> wrote: 
You saw this, right? 
 
https://lailluminator.com/2025/06/19/scientists-find-alarming-levels-of-toxic-metals-pollution-in-lake-
maurepas/ 
 
--  
Margaret Adelmann 
Grants Development Specialist 
Office of Sponsored Research and Programs 
Southeastern Louisiana University 
SLU 10508 
Hammond, LA 70402 
985.549.5312 Phone 
985.549.5094 Fax 
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Sean Fiegel

From: Daniel Mccarthy <dmccarthy@selu.edu>
Sent: Monday, August 4, 2025 8:10 AM
To: Georgina Little
Subject: Re: Copy of Press Release

Sure, I will get it to you. And can you send me your evaluation of her for the past year? 
 
 
Daniel McCarthy 
Dean of Research and Innovation 
Meade Hall 103 
Southeastern Louisiana University 
Hammond, LA 70402 
LinkedIn S&T website 
985 549-2055 

To help p otect you  p vacy  M c osoft Off ce p evented automat c download of th s pictu e f om the Inte net

 
 
 
On Mon, Aug 4, 2025 at 7:51 AM Georgina Little <georgina.little@selu.edu> wrote: 
Good morning, 
Can I get a copy of the press release the university gave (re: Lake Maurepas Project and Dr. Emami)? It 
was referred to in a news article by AN17. I'd like to stay on point with the University response when our 
department receives questions. 
 
--  
M. Georgina Little, Ph.D. 
(Pronouns: She/Her/Hers- What's That? ) 
Interim Department Head, Dept of Chemistry and Physics  
Pursley Hall rm 210, Office: (985) 549-2159 
georgina.little@southeastern.edu 
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